bicycle and me with a borrowed and too
small single-speed. I was visiting her after
she had written me a letter on yellow legal
pad paper. The letter had, after all that
time, presented her feelings about trying
to be close, about the intimacy between us,
and then her distance and the active way
she pulled away out of fear. After we locked
up the bikes, we descended the steep side
of the riverbed. There were other people
down there and to tell the truth I don’t
remember what we did besides look at
the water. Maybe she explained to me the
history of the river and the mill. T only
remember the feeling of wanting to retell
the feeling of that moment, happiness to
be around Britt again. This[MS2s] is what
Crabb does with all the stories in Doris: we
are to remember the people we have met.

ON DIANE GILLIAM FISHER’S
Kettle Bottom

TEOW LIM GOH

Diane Gilliam Fisher’s Kettle Bottom is a
volume of poems set in the West Virginia
coal wars of 1920—21. In the spring of
1920, the United Mine Workers of Amer-
ica began to organize the southern West
Virginia mines. On May 19, the company
Stone Mountain Coal sent armed guards
from the Baldwin-Felts Detective Agency
into the town of Matewan to evict the
families of striking miners. Instead, the
miners engaged the agents in a shootout
known as the Matewan Massacre, which
left ten people dead, including the town
mayor and two of the Felts brothers. The
violence continued into the summer of
1921, when Baldwin-Felts agents assas-
sinated Sid Hatfield, the sheriff of Mate-
wan, and an estimated ten thousand armed
miners rose up in protest. The Battle of
Blair Mountain was the largest labor revolt

157




